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the same as that of animals, therefore they "belong to the animal
world. We cannot, however, grant to them a complete soul,
but only the germ, the originating point of a soul. Among
mollusca (such as marine and land shells, the oyster, the
snail, &c.), the motions and the conduct of life are dictated "by
the will, and that suffices, in our belief, to reveal their pos-
session of a soul, imperfect and very elementary, but certainly
existent. Among articulated animals, the insects especially,
will, sensibility, acts which denote reason, deliberation, and
action resulting from deliberation, are numerous, and recurrent
at every moment. They denote intelligence already active.

The smallness of the bodies of these animals is not an argu-
ment to be used against the fact of their intelligence. In
nature nothing is great, and nothing is little; the monstrous
whale and the invisible gnat are eq^ial in the presence of its
laws; both one and the other have received as their inherit-
ance the degree of intelligence which is suitable to its need,
and it is not by the scale of grandeur that we must measure
the degrees of mind among living creatures. Every one is
familiar with the prodigies of intelligence performed by asso-
ciated bees, and by the ants, in their camps and hills. The
habits of these two species of insects, which have been studied
and expounded only in our age, fill us with wonder, almost
with awe. But the bees and the ants do not constitute an
exception among the insect class. It is very probable that in
the entire class intelligence exists to the same degree as in
bees and ants, for we do not see why two species of hymenop-
terous insect? -should exclusively possess this privilege, to the